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(1) a cura di Augusuto Scocchera, Maria Montessori Il metodo del
bambino e la formazione dell'uomo Scritti e Documenti inediti e
rari, Opera Nazionale Montessori, 2002, p.23.

(2) Ibid., p.23.

(3) Ibid., p. 23.

(4) Ibid., p.24. “Non comprende che non pud essere un “metodo” a
operare tali miracoli?

(5) Ibid., p.25. “Ci sono grandi “potenzialita nascoste nella psiche” del
bambino.”

(6) Ibid., p. 25. “Quando un essere non progredisce, mentre dovrebbe
progredire secondo un ciclo di sviluppo naturale, si rompe in lui
equilibrio vitale, si determinano gravi turbamenti e deviazioni
psichiche.”

(7) Ibid., p.25. “Qui ci deve essere una energia sconosciuta, che bisogna
scoprire, che bisogna far vivere.”

(8) Ibid., p.27. “le forze latenti nei bambini.”

(9) Ibid., p.27. “Abbiamo <aiutato a vivere>, creando ’ambiente



favorevole al pieno sviluppo della vita intelletuale del bambino.”

(10) Ibid., p.27. “educazione dipende strettamente dalla realta della
natura umana, quella reala che bisogna studiare e che non ¢ stata
ancora studiata.”

(11) Ibid., p.28. “perché la vita dell'uomo si svolge dalla nascita fino alla
morte.”

(12) Ibid., pp. 28-29. “Dobbiamo aiutare la vita, lasciandola <libera di
svolgersi>.”

(13) Ibid., p. 29. “Miracolo incommensurabile, meraviglioso.”

(14) Ibid., p.29. “L’eta piti importante nell'uomo & dalla nascita a due
anni, perché in tale periodo lo sviluppo € molto rapido.”

(15) Maria Montessori, Il segreto dell’infanzia, Garzanti, 1992, p. 273.

(16) op. cit., a cura di Augusto Scocchera, p. 129. “I'infanzia mi appare
ancora come una sorgente inesauribile di rivelazioni e ,lasciatemelo
dire, di speranze.”

(17) Ibid., p.129. “Ma il bambino & cittadino dimenticato.”

(18) Ibid., p.130. “la mia lunga esperienza sui bambini di varie razze,
di religioni differenti, di diversi stati sociali, mi ha convinto che il
bambino obbedisce nel suo sviluppo a leggi naturali di crescenza
per tutti simili.”

(19) Ibid., p.134. “Noi conosciamo I'immenso potere, le forze inconscie
esistenti nel bambino che si affaccia alla vita.”

(20) Ibid., p. 135. “il mistero delle potenzialita latenti nel bambino.”

(21) Ibid., p. 135. “Il bambino & un creatore. Dal niente crea 'uomo.
Questa potente capacita creative ¢ comune a tutti i figli dell'uomo,
in tutte le parti della terra. La mente creativa del fanciullo
possiede immense energie, che sono guidate da leggi divine. Il
bambino ha una forma mentale del tutto diversa dalla nostra:
la sua mente possiede la magnifica e quasi miracolosa facolta di
prendere dall’ambiente e di incarnare, in sé, le idée, le impressioni
esterne. I1 bambino non <impara>, ma assorbe e fissa per tutta la

vita quanto trova intorno a sé. Un esempio evidente ¢ il linguaggio
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che il piccolo essere umano, pur essendo muto all’inizio della vita,
assorbe dall’ambiente.”

(22) Ibid., p.136. “Vi assicuro che se non avessi avuto la certezza che
I'uomo puo essere migliorato, non avrei avuto la forza di lottare
per cinquanta anni, piu volte ricominciando 'opera che da altri mi
era stata distrutta. Non avrei la forza, alla mia eta, di continuare a
girare per il mondo, predicando questa verita.”

(23) Ibid., p. 137. “Degna di speciale nota & la sua ansia di avere delle

leggi alle quali ubbidire. Ansia perfettamente naturale perché
senza queste leggi, egli non potrebbe orientarsi nel mondo, nella
vita. Il bambino, infatti, non & guidato da comandi speciali, come
avviene agli animali, cui e imposta dall’istinto la norma di vita
propria alle differenti specie.
L’educazione deve, perco, tener conto del bisogno naturale di leggi,
proprio del bambino. Prove dirette ed esperienze pratiche mi hanno
persuasa che & necessario sviluppare nel bambino il suo latente
bisogno di essere legato ad una legge e coltivare in lui la gioia di
obbedire.”

(24) op. cit., Il segreto dell’infanzia, p. 65. “La vita psichica del bambino
va osservata al modo stesso con cui Fabre osservo gli insetti,
studiandoli nel loro ambiente di vita normale, per ritrarli al vivo e
rimanendo nascosto, per non turbarli.”

(25) Maria Montessori, Il bambino in famiglia, Garzanti, 1991, p.58.
“sembrera al bambino di udire le voci degli ogetti che, nel loro muto
linguaggio, parlano.”

(26) op. cit., Il segreto dell’infanzia, p.87. “Cid che aveva colpito la
bambina era che un essere tanto piccolo esisteva, si muoveva,
correva!”

(27) op. cit., Il bambino in famiglia, p. 43. “Noi dovremmo cercare
d’osservare quelle lievi manifestazioni, che dimostrano come la
vita psichica del bambino si sviluppi subito dopo fin dalla nascita,

e abbia gia acquistato uno svolgimento assai notevole sin dai primi



mesi d’esistenza.”

(28) Maria Montessori, La mente del bambino, Garzanti, 1992, p. 261.
“La maestra deve rimanere silenziosa e passiva in un’aspettativa
paziente, quasi ritoraendosi per annullare la propria personalita
cosi che lo spirito del bambino possa avere campo di espandersi
liberamente.”

(29) Maria Montessori, Il Metodo della Pedagogia Scientifica applicato
all’educazione infantile nelle Case dei Bambini, edizine critica,
ONM, 2000, p.87. “Egli(insegnante) infatti imparera dal bambino
stesso 1 mezzi e la via per propria educazione; cioé imparera dal
fanciullo a perfezionarsi come educatore.”

(30) Loredano Matteo Lorenzetti, L'osservazione rivela il “segreto del
bambino”, VITA dellINFANZIA, gennaio/febbraio 2009.

(31) op. cit., a cura di Augusto Scocchera,, p.226. “Prima di tutto dovete
imparare ad osservare. Direte che questo lo sapete fare o che non si
puod imparare. Ma pensate: guardare vuol dire fermarsi, osservare
vuol dire permanere anche su cio che non sembra interessante e
non staccarsi appena si crede che guardando ci si sia fatta un’idea.”

(32) Ibid., p. 226. “I’attitudine all’osservazione non & fatta di
intelligenza, ma di pazienza.”

(33) Ibid., p.230. “la maestra deve fare di se stessa una riforma
profonda e deve chiarire certe idée fondamentali.”

(34) Ibid., p. 239. “La maestra, permanendo nell’esercizio paziente
della osservazione e della analisi, puo incontrare il bambino, non
quello vago della pscicologia descrittiva, né quello, per cosi dire,
burocratizzato dall’esterno: dai programmi, dalle mode pedagogiche
e sociale, da un ménage educativo e scolastico nel quale la fanno
da padorone o la ripetizione stereotipata di atti e intenzioni o la
illusione di poter educare e formare in fretta e senza distinzioni
critiche. La maestra, operaia di umanitd, ascende silenziosamente
e in umilta verso gradini spirituali piu elevate: sino al loro culmine

quando l'osservazione e la ricerca diventano amore, che & “carita
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intellettusle” rivolta ad aiutare “I'intelligenza cercante” del
bambino.”

(85) Ibid., p. 237. “L’educatore si libera ogni rumore, personale e sociale,
per osservare e capire le manifestazioni del bambino e portarvi
aiuto.”

(36) op.cit., Il bambino in famiglia, pp. 42-43.

(387) op.cit., La mente del bambino, pp.90-91.

(39) op.cit., La mente del bambino, p.91.

(40) AR T [ E & BREDORM] AHEHE. AP, 2008 4, 55 4
LS 3

)
)
(38) op.cit., La scoperta del bambino, p. 69.
)
)

(41) op.cit., Il segreto dell’infanzia, p.119.
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The upper ent shows {he music bars arrnnged for the seale of © major. The lower eut shows the transposi-
tion of the seale, preserving, however, the same intervals,

[YO7+>0O&> 558 (music bars) |
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The monocord. In the first instrument the notes are indicated by frets.
On the monocord in the foreground the child places the frets as he
discovers the notes by drawing the bow across the string.

[—5%Z (monocord) |
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LIN. 203 #iT.
“To have available a good musical performer, or to possess simple
instruments adapted to children like those which Dolmetch makes

today for the equipment of his marvellous children’s orchestras...”
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“These results have been attained in England by Dolmetch who,
wishing to bring back into use the exquisite musical instruments
of the past, now fallen into disuse owing to the predominace of
the pianoforte, has had the brilliant idea of constructing simple
instruments for children. The faith which Dolmetch has in the
divine power of music, and also in the mind of the child, has led him
to formulate a method which corresponds in principle with mine.
(Properly adapted material; short introductions having the sole
purpose of putting the child in touch with the material; and then the

child left at liberty to play on his instrument.)” ®
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Tékyd, January 3, 1910.
Mr. Mario M. lontOBEOr: -
Generazl Divect
A%§o€§arzcn ﬂch&S I0RI INTERFATIOFNALE
161, Koninginneweg
Ameterdamn, FOLLAND

Dear Y¥r. Director,

Many thanks for your kind letter of November 11th,1969,
for khke copy of your letter to Prof.Tsuzumi and the copy of the
draft statates for International Montessori Training Courses whic
you had the kindness to enclose.

Veanwhile,we have had various meetings here. First there
was the meeting in Ky&to at Prof.Tsuzumi's place of the organizing
committeoe of the 1970 Annual Converition of the Montessor! Associlatlo
of Japan (JAM). Mr.Miyashita is the chairman of this comnitteo.Iwo
rapressntatives from Téykys, Miss Akebane and myself,were present.
Plans were worked ont ir detnail for the Conventior wkich is to take
place at KySto August 4th and 5th. It will be a festive Convention
commemorating the Centenary of Dr.iaria Montessori's Birth. - .
The Committee 3escsion was s welcome opportunity to disouss our plars
for a Montessorl Trairing Course with the President, Prof.Tsuzumi.
Trere was full agreszent or all points,and he aaxeﬁ us to go ahead
by all ieans,

Further in TSky8 we nad various sessions of the organizing
comnittee of the Training Course. A deéteiled Curriculum and statutes
wWweres worked out and dgreed upon unanimously. These were apnroved
December 17th by the Board of Trustees of 3ophia Gakuin,the legal
corporaticon for Sophis University, and December 24th the organizing
comrittee held a formal sessicn at which (1) ite transformation into
the "EXECUTIVE COMMITTE® of the TRAINING COURSE, and (2) the first

Buttor Officers was decided. L1 eppointments were by unanimous con-
Bent.

The EXECTTIVE COMNITTLZ has 12 menbers whose names are as foll.
Irof.Dr.Masataka KIKIRO, Director

Univ.Leot.Miss Keiko AKABANE,Director of Studiles.

Prof.Katsuhiko SEINDCH Assist.Prof,51 )1 YAMASLITA
Prof.Dr.Tokujl SEIMOYAMA hssigt.Prof.Takashi SAKAMOTO S.
Prof.Dr.Toshic OCATA Prof. P. Heldrich S.J.
Prof.Klaus LUHKER S.J. Miss Hisako KATSUMOTO

Prof. Tomomi HIRANOD Miss Shizuko MATSUMOTO

Fr.5aXamoto was appointed Gemral Seorstary and Fr.Heidrich was
asked to take over Ihformation and P.R.

(B 2)
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’ o LAY E 4 " F _I‘ . . ¥
- tm eptablich and comdust = "Nem' essori Traiming Sonter” om the follewing

‘sanditions, the secsptance whori of and faithful adhorewse wherets is
stiested by the signature: eof s e
- s

Ths semter uln. train teachers feor the mlluﬂ.u of tho l.nlu-n!t
Nothed of Edusation %o childrem (twecand~a BAlf 80 & & & ¢ 0 o o

The peried of training in the Theewy, Feyshelegy and the wae and fumcties
of the Memtessari Mefhod and its pras . L #) pFasties in sohee
end othor desizable subjests; Will B8 4 « 5 o s s 4 4 o+ YyeaEss

The dotailed surrietilua und time sable of ihe 1rsining to bo givem will b
::::l“ 1n eonsultation with, amd with the appr val of, M Mavie
essord, . o P j '

The persens loyed to give the Montessori traiaing as speeified im Nes
will have !n' be -“4'5‘“-‘ or ‘PWQ"_"IG by Mre Mivrie Momtessori avery year,

“fne DArester of the Usntre will require eash member ef tha staff, sntrust

with the tesching oi Noantessori Theory and/or prasties; to base Rer

] hing en the bovks ef Dr, Maria Momtesseri, em ths iwe leeture boeks
of the las goursve of Dr, Nontessori (1946) and en the W“W
whish will be pus by Nr, Maric Momtessori at the dispesal ef 4 )
on paymen vie s 4 + + » for the duratien of the agreemeni

The Diveetos'of the course will alse require eneh member of the staff fe
subsit, during the first iwe years of ils sppeintment, a shert sumsary of
" nt s Mr, Marie
Hente 4. Subsequent %o this peried of twe years the said sember will B
roquired te submit a report of her aotivities at ths end of sash term and
will send essh year a seopy of these raperis; as direeted by him, %e Mr,
Maris Nemtesnori together with an Annual Repert drava wp by the Direster,

The examinations to be held st the end of sash year will be sondusted
ssserding te the instruetions given eash time by Mr. Marie Momtesseri whe
will presids over these examinations persemally eor im the per
-y mere ¥epresentatives appeinted for the purpess. FPreposals for thase
_zaminstiems and their dates will be submitted by the Cemtre to Mr, Marie
Mentesaseri at least three monihs before these ave te take place. The
$¥avelling, boarding and ledging expenses of tha Presideant ever thess
suamimntions insurred l.n;g._mﬂl.u with them will be berme by the Cantre

If there 5¢ appointed a Board of Examiners, the mames of sach of its
proposed members will be submitted %o Mr, Maric Mentessori for his
approval amd only after his appreval has been given in writing, shall sus
appeintments besoms effesiive and be sommunisated %o the appeintesss The
Beard of Examimers will be bound by the instruetiens givem by Mr, Marie
Meatessori regarding the examinations as mentiened in Glause 6. Mr, Marie
Nente ri may at any time withdraw his appreval te ths eontinued
 membewship om the Beard of Xxaminers by any of its members,

The text of the Diplomas and/or Certificates te be awarded #o the student
will he appreved by Mr. Marie Montesseri and be signed by him and am
authorined member of the Centre. They will bear alse %ho seal ef the
Assosiation Mentessori l‘.ntqut_éga}l. -l e sigeeduss OF tie Docedseot.

Te Mr, Marie Montessori (or to the AM,X.) asserding to his diveetien,
the semtre will pay 10% of the fee charged %o esch studsnt, The cumuladiv
sum will e remitted at the end of sash,eeurses. And eash piudias ca

seglstzatien will pey §. 3= or §. fe-; vhieh will be trazsferved by
the Cenmiwe %o the A.M.I. i
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{, W, Baric Maontessori may delogsio any or ull of hip wights epsoi. |

/ in the flamses 4of tle cgreement e one er =ere persoens o his i
If the Jentre aets coatrary e any of the clauses of this egresmw
witheus previeusly obtaining writtea dispensction fyam My, Mavie
Hestssosrd, all the rights, autherisations and appointsanty Tedoivi.
Zyem his will e ferfeited and sancelled emd the Centroe will rewmeve
aame "isseviavion Nontessori Internatienmale” s well az the xsse
Sgards M, Momtesgori” if 4t hes been uced ia any way and eay of wheir
deziviatieas in aay form from any and wll its setivitics, nameplutes,
lpttevy<heads, prospsotus, diplomes, pertificutes, advevtisemenia,
literature, pubiicaticas and any ether writtea or primied ani
stonelilled or muliiplied coumunications %o its students and tho public
aad will pay thoe expsnses of any sdverticemenss snd cssunications by
seuns of whigh Mr, Mario Moatessorl may doem fit e briag Ve the aetisce
ef the autherities, the public snd say private persons that he and the
Lsgoelation Mentessori Intuynationalo ne l.ml Bave aay connsotion
wvith the Oonire.
- In oase of irrecenmeilabls dispute regarding ey nmn bresnch of
mlmul having been coumitted, the laws of . . . + .+ « . « « + .0
will docide the issue under Ih—u

(BHE3)
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f#H] . Thbb A F 27 L0OWE. WIOEE - Eiik 2RO
O [ FEREE YT vV — ) HEMRES] (lnstitute) 77 -72DTT,

EHEEY Ty V= VHETEHDERATLR, HEEY Ty Y -V

2EEICEEGTEIELEL, TNTH [ERKREEY T v Y — ) EHEW
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Dy MARIA MOMTESSOR - Fossder Frasidast 1929.1983

t

Prasidast s 4, Bwart Smaet, OE, M.C. MA. L5, PhD. 3 o B Hallaad, 187
General Diresteri Marts H. Haatessart s . " COURSE ADORESS Londen N.W. 3, 76 Lyndherit Gosdans

- Amsterdam, 23 Peﬁrﬁnry 1970.

Rev, Father P, Heidrich S.J.,
Sophia University,

7 Kioicho, Chiyoda-Ku,
TOKYO. ; o

Japan.

Dear Father Heidrich,

I thank you for your letter .of January 3 and enclosures, as
wall as for the information therein..You ask for my whole-
hearted consent to the.decisions taken and the plans made as
wall as to make, as Dr, Montessori would, whatever sacrifice
would be necessary to serve child education.
22, : | : ant

With regard to sacrifice, there was or is any hesitation.
,Béth she and I have considered’a privilege to be able to serve
‘ehildhood not only in Far Eastern countries but overywhere

and not only inithe field of education. Any genuine effort
promoting better conditions 'for the children continues to have
A.M.I.'s whole heartfgrled support - no matter in the name of
whom or what movement it is made. Froebel, Pestalozzi, Montal
Health, Unicef, Y.M.C,A. etc. We hesitate when thae name Montef
sorii is involved' because to the name’ Montessori are attached
the great vision gained through Dr,. Montessori's intuition of
‘the needs and the sufferings of the ¢hildren which led her to
those experiients which determined her' apprpoach. i

i et by L

" ¥ 3

Once she had become famous she had tremondous offers: the i

church itself, masonry, Facism, Communism, Theosophism, big g
industrial concerns eto., offer ‘thoir power, their wurld-wi?q

P whal organization to sxpand not her/visiony"Tho Montessori mathod's,
g tnf; Bt el This'vouldnpuvu promoted the method, the name Montessori ¢

and her own personal grandure and wealth, but she refused. .. .
Because her mission was to help the ehild. i e
e AL SRR S L Rl O e T e

When you, now ask mo as Gencral  Dircotor of tho A.M.I. and as g

sk “ , person bearing hox name, gafyuqo;stnup-thu‘intantinns of -what
is proposed in your letter and enclosurvs, my instinct would ©
sny "yes" . Tho rosponsibility of bearing the name Montossord
and thorefore repreosenting Dr. Montessori, malkes mo hositatqg,

owever, I shall attempt to illustrate some of my porploxilty..:

ey e 0

(FE4)

ATEYT vV —)VEEHEHPFHFER (VN4 30) hE L
FEIZAE T A VA by 2 RAREREEY T Y -V e
DT 4 TavHEBEETH>72EITTH, TAVHITEVT v Y —
VHEBERROBEIRL I D DDHEZer6, HETY T vV -V
WMENPSAF) ZAANDY—HL v b+ AF 4 —T vV (Margaret
Stevenson) RABT AV HOBEW TV + v D.C.NESN, EFE
EVT V- IGERAR I -2 EFELELE, ZELTEYT Y
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WIS (265) 9211k TEL. (265) 9211

r oW ox o= & YR TR——
W as sy SOPHIA UNIVERSITY " rocre. sara

8xys ,Ma=ch 23,1970.

Hr. Mario M. Montessori ’

Direotor

AS30CIATION MONTESSORI INTERNATIONALE

Koninginneweg 161

Ameterdan. H 0O LLANXD

Dear Er. Director,

Thank you ever so mush for your understanding and
ocoperative letter of February 23. We have disousned the econtenta of
1t in a speocial Professoras Meeting of the Montessori Training Course.

We are grateful for your gounsel and help, and understand
well your various apprehensions.Please be assursd that we are do-
termined to work for mutual understanding and cooperatior,avoiding
by all means the danger to betray the true spirit of Dr.XKaria Méntessori
or to drift into a split as the cnme which cocurred in America.

Cur Montessorl Research Group is taking up genuine Montessori
Research, and the Professors teaching the theorstiwal subjects of our
training courseé are all of them professionals in the sduocstional
field who -by intense study of their respeoctive subject will be able
to give a true understanding of the Monéessori apirit and theory:
Miss AKABANE 18 one of them. In sddition no less than 60 hours of
praotéenl elaas training and three weeks of supervis=ed practical work
in a Kinderhaus will be given by our three teachers wiih international
Montessori Teaching Diplomas.

With regard to finaneisl eoniributions to headgquaters in Holland,
ve first of all will try to persuade more people to bsoome regular
mexbers of AMI paying their membership fees, and,after some time,hope
to pay a yearly amount as contrdbution of the training center - at
pr&ant,alsu.\u have only debts. - However,as far as expenses for
Jouheys of inspeotors,examinators oto. from ontside of Japan are
ooneerned there seems to be litile hope that anything oan be promised
ever for a nore distant future. Of course anybody from abroad is wel-
aome who 18 able to pay his way. - Our aim is %o mwake eduocational
standards as high as possible at a eost as little &8 possible in order
to maks partloipation possible even of ithe poor.

Yeaterday we held entranoe examinations (written and orsl from
10.00 a.m. - 8.00 p.m.) for 58 applicsnts,admitting 44 to the rirst
training course which is to begin April 20th. - As time goes on,we
hope that every profeasor will write a short synopsis of his leotures
to be mimiographed for his students.

Asking again your blessing for our little course and promising
you continued information,

I am,with all good wishes,

Gratefully yours
(P.Heidrieh 5.J.)

(B 5)

NAFY) el A Rs TOHEMLE, [FHEV Ty VY-V H
BER -2 13197043 H 22 H. #1110 Hi~7 8 L T, A
ARBR (FEALEAER - DVERRBR) 217> T, ZBMHE S8 /T, ZTDH B 44 %
BEBLEZEWME L TOES, ZLTHA FY oy efllid, 2— 20K
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Development of the Children and the Assistance:
Parenting Support

Koichiro Maenosono

(President of Japan Association Montessori)

In Japan, where less and less children are being born, raising a child
is recognized to be a social matter. There are various public childcare
services provided by local public institutes and the Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare. This is a prominent trend happening in Japan and
there is no objection about the social and collective effort to raise children.
However, more than a hundred years ago, Maria Montessori, raised the
points that “for what” and “for whom” the support should be provided
are of vital importance. Montessori said that each child has his/her own
intellectual and internal development programmed by nature and the
fundamental idea of education should NOT be how we raise our children
but how we should support each child to unfold hi/her own potential.

Maria Montessori discovered through her observation as a doctor and
scientist, as well as through her educational work at Casa dei Bambini,
that children have the inner ability to construct themselves. In this
paper, I would like to discuss: 1) Montessori’s speech, “Children are
Miracles,” given in Rome a year before she passed away; 2) Montessori’s
lecture on Children’s Creative Ability, delivered in Sanremo, Italy in
1949; and 3) the significance of teaching practice; the fundamental base
of Montessori education.

The purpose of my paper is to clarify the significance in Montessori
education in which Montessori educators actively practice supporting
children to do their own work to develop, instead of the overprotection

seen in recent social trends in Japan.
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What is Dolmetsch?
Instrumental Music Education of Montessori

Ai Fuji
(Sayuri Kindergarten)

Just because there are a limited amount of Japanese translations
of Montessori’s writing on musical instruments, it does not mean that
Montessori did not consider music education important. The Advanced
Montessori Method (The Montessori Elementary Material) gives us
insights into her ideas on music. In this book, she wrote about musical
instruments, including what kinds of musical instruments are preferable
for children. In The Discovery of the Child, she also wrote about music,
using key words, such as Dolmetsch, and easy instrument for children.
What is Dolmetsch? What are easy instruments for children?

I would like to explore these questions in this paper.
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The Effect of “Silence Game” for Children with
Asperger Syndrome from a Doctor’s Perspective

Tadashi Aoki
(Aoki Clinic)

The patient was six years old when he came to see me for the first
time. He had already been diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome at
another clinic. I had detailed interviews with the child’s mother, spent
more than one hour at every session with the patient, and kept records
every week. I asked the child’s mother to keep a “behavioral observation
journal,” and asked her to write an assessment each time she observed
him. Since one of the fundamental problems of Asperger’s syndrome
is a communication quality gap, I guided the patient’s family on their
response to the child’s needs. The child worked on worksheets and
practiced the “silence game,” at my clinic to help him to focus and nurture

self-control, and asked the parents to do the same at home as well.

Based on the results from the “behavioral observation journal,” I
guided the patient to “make promises,” and in the end, the child promised
and practiced keeping the promises at home. When the child visited us,
I asked him to work on worksheets and practiced the silence game. I

witnessed dramatic improvement over two and half months.
As a pediatrician, I would like to report that the silence game was

effective for an Asperger’s patient and discuss my observation and
thoughts on this matter.
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<Visible Practice> and <Invisible Practice> in the
Montessori Method.
A Critical Study on Montessori Education in China

Xiuping Sun
(Tokyo Metropolitan University)

The purpose of this paper is to examine the Montessori method from
the new viewpoint of <visible practice> and <invisible practice>. Through
this work once again we examine the essence of Montessori education and

reaffirm its validity.

In concretes, we discuss the practice of Montessori education in
China and compare it to Montessori education as it is taught in training
courses in Japan and in Italy thus clarifying the problems of Montessori

education in China.

To make Montessori practice function effectively, one must understand
the complex relationship of various events surrounding it and their
relationship to the context of practice. For <visible practice> to be
effective, it should be supported by <invisible practice>. In this paper we

investigate why <invisible practice> is important.

Key words: visible practice; invisible practice, quality education,

formalism, case studies.
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Only the Best for the Children

Keiko Akabane

(Kyoto Montessori Training Course)

The “Fukatsu Children’s House” is located on a hill surrounded by
bamboo and mixed bush. You feel the changing of nature by the four
reasons, list to the songs of wild birds — the beauty of nature. Children are
in touch with the wonders of nature (air, light, water, earth, green bush,
insects, birds small wild life, last but no last human beings) thus being
able to experience with their body these wonders.

Thus they absorb the wonder of the universe by contact to nature using
their own fine senses walking on their own feet, touching with their own
hands.

I believe that what they thus absorb nourishes their future thinking

and expands their power of expression.
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Children’s Mental Development through Learning
Process of Making Mitsuami

Fumiko Fukuhara
Rika Hachiya
Junko Okamoto

The purpose of this study is to reveal when and why children are eager
to make mitsuami, braiding three colors of yarn, at Notre Dame Seishin
Kindergarten. Moreover, we have focused on the relation between the
process of mastering the work and the child’s mental development.

Through the analysis of the data from 2006 to 2008, we found that
thirty to fifty percent of three-year-old children who entered the children’s
room chose the mitsuami work during the second and third terms of the
year. Twenty to forty percent of four-year-old children who entered the
room chose the work during the first term of the year. Twenty percent
of five-year-old children who entered the room chose the work and this
remained unchanged through the year. We can therefore affirm that
children aged between 3 1/2 and 4 1/2 are eager to make mitsuami.
During this time, as children are in the sensitive periods for order, sense,
movement, and social relationship, they choose the work and continue
practicing by using inner compulsion to master it. Through the cases
recorded with VTR, we found that each child had mastered making
mitsuami at his or her own pace. In addition, most children developed
their concentration abilities and displayed a sense of fulfillment by

mastering making mitsuami.
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40 Years Montessori in Japan (2)

Klaus Luhmer, S.J.

(Hon. President of Japan Association Montessori)

In my first contribution I reported on the revival of Montessori
education in postwar Japan which resulted 1968, July 21st in the
foundation of the JAPAN ASSOCIATION MONTESSORI and the
persons like Prof. Tsutsumi and Prof. Peter Heidrich who had been
most instrumental to start the ball of Montessori in Japan rolling. The
<Founding Fathers> of Montessori in Japan were fighting in vain for
a full-fledged recognition (affiliation) for JAM by AMI (Association
Montessori Internationale), though they succeeded in maintaining
friendly contact to AMI.

In my second contribution, I concentrated chiefly on the most
important activity of JAM, i.e. the process of starting Montessori Training
Courses. Again, it was not possible for such courses to receive permission
from AMI to use their Logon because the first courses, like the one
started 1970 at Sophia University in Tokyo could not provide Montessori
trained lecturers for the course. Hence the First Montessori Training
Course at Sophia University was in constant contact with similar Centers
abroad and as such morally supported by AMI, though without official
recognition by AMI.

In future contributions I plan to report on further Courses in Japan
and the attempts to produce Montessori Teaching Material in Japan
— which was also controlled by AMI. Quite another task concerns the
translation of Montessori’s books and original research on the theory and
practice of Montessori education in Japan and abroad.
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